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Save the Date!
Next LARC Meeting
December 14, 2017
Thursday, 6:00 PM
Mayflower Seafood Rest,
303 Blowing Rock Blvd
Lenoir

LARC Weekly Net
Fridays, 9:00 PM
146.625 MHz Minus PL 94.8
Alt 147.330 MHz Plus PL 141.3

Caldwell ARES Net
Sundays 9:00 PM
147.330 MHz Plus PL 141.3

DMR Net
Tuesdays, 8:00 PM
Lenoir Local

2 0 1 7

Serving Amateur Radio
In Caldwell County

LARC Elects 2018 Officers
The LARC Officers for 2018 were elected at the November
meeting pursuant to the Club Constitution. John Crowe
AG4ZL President, Tom Land KA4HKK Vice-President, Frank
Gordon KN4ACU Secretary, and Dick Blumenstein K0CAT
Treasurer were elected by a show of hands.
The members thanked the outgoing two-term Vice
President Josh Edwards N4JDE for his service. The 2018
Officers will assume duties at the January meeting.

LARC Eatin’ Meetin’ – December 14
Members, area Clubs, friends and others interested in
amateur radio are invited to gather at the Mayflower
Seafood Restaurant (303 Blowing Rock Blvd., Lenoir) on
Thursday, December 14, at 6:00 PM, for the LARC Annual
Eatin’ Meetin’.
There will be a brief meeting followed by a Dirty Santa gift
exchange. Bring a wrapped $10 gift if you wish to
participate in the Dirty Santa.
Come say “Thank You” to the outgoing Vice President and
Treasurer. Come talk radio and have a bit of food and fun.
See you there!
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Trailer Work Continues...
Great turnout for a cool November morning
trailer workday! Finishing touches are being
made to increase the trailer’s comfort and
safety.

Upcoming Hamfests: Mark Your Calendar
January 6 Winston-Salem FirstFest, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club,
Winston-Salem, NC http://www.w4nc.com
March 9-10 Charlotte Hamfest, Mecklenburg Amateur Radio
Society, Concord, NC, https://charlottehamfest.org/
March 31 Annual RARSFest/ARRL NC Section Convention,
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Raleigh, NC, http://www.rarsfest.org
July 7 Annual 2018 Firecracker Hamfest, Rowan Amateur Radio Society, Salisbury NC,
http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-hamfest/
July 21 Mid-Summer Swapfest, Cary Amateur Radio Club, Cary NC http://www.qsl.net/n4nc/
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Club to Discuss Participating in 2018 Winter Field Day
At January Meeting
The Winter Field Day (see http://winterfieldday.com) sponsored by the Winter Field Day
Association is scheduled for January 27-28, 2018. The Club will discuss whether there is sufficient
interest for participating in this event. This event will also follow ARES protocols for training
purposes. Tentative plans include using both trailers, limiting operating hours, and having a hot
dog/hamburger or spaghetti dinner at 5 PM Saturday for all club members.
Ro K4HRM and Dick K0CAT have offered to host the event in the cul-de-sac or vacant lot at Ro’s
QTH including keeping the coffee flowing.
Volunteers will be needed to tow both trailers on the morning of January 27 and return them the
next day. Operators will be needed for two stations to operate from 2 PM until 8 PM on Saturday
and 9 AM until 2 PM on Sunday – no overnight. Need use of generator and lights.
Come to the January meeting to discuss and volunteer to assist. Contact John AG4ZL or Ro K4HRM
for more information.

Time to renew your LARC membership
Mail your check to the Club address or
see Dick K0CAT to pay your dues

Western Branch ARES Meeting
October 18, Lenoir
The following are excerpts from the meeting minutes:
ARRL Section Manager – Karl BowmanW4CHX
It has been learned that professional emergency personnel welcome the assistance of dedicated,
well-trained volunteers, including amateur radio operators. However, the volunteers need to
match the demeanor and skill sets of the professionals for the tasks that the volunteers want to do
in the emergency setting. In short, they need to "fit in". "Fitting in" is a key part of being an
effective participant in an incident or event. Specifically, one learns about and trains for a task,
one performs that task during the incident or event, and one follows the NIMS ICS command
structure.
The OEC curriculum accommodates the training of amateur radio operators. The specific training
course for Hams is known as the Auxiliary Communications (AUXCOMM) Training Course. Once
completed, amateur radio operator-volunteers are eligible to be incorporated into the
Communications Unit (COMU) as Technical Specialists (THSP), where they will serve under a
Communications Leader (COML). Tom Brown, N4TAB, and other NC Section leaders are working
diligently to get more AUXCOMM courses taught in North Carolina.
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Perspectives on public safety communications:
Public safety communications in North Carolina is robust and it works really well! There is almost
complete interoperability between law enforcement, fire departments, medical and other first
responders, and 911 call centers.
Training for ESF-2 Communications:
The curriculum for training individuals that participate in ESF-2 Communications is well
established and overseen by the Office of Emergency Communications (OEC), which is part of
the US Department of Homeland Security. The OEC curriculum includes training programs for the
Communications Unit Leader (COML), Communications Technician (COMT), Incident
Communications Center Manager (INCM), Radio Operator (RADO), and Auxiliary Communicators
(AUXCOMM). Other training programs for ESF-2 personnel are being developed.
Last May, I attended the NC Disaster Communications School in Charlotte. During the School, I
interacted with many individuals that were public safety personnel, working in the counties
surrounding Charlotte. All of them were NIMS ICS trained. It seemed to me that everyone had a
working knowledge of their public safety communication systems, which were used daily and
during emergency situations. Finally, the individuals I worked with were smart, skilled, and
effective.
Amateur radio operators would benefit from learning more about public safety communications.
It is likely that Hams have an incomplete, maybe even outdated, understanding of: a) the full
extent of public safety communications; b) the evolution of communications strategies and
interoperability; and, c) the training of personnel involved in emergency communications.
Learning about public safety communications will help Ham-volunteers understand where and
how they can assist with communications during NIMS ICS incidents and events. It is worth noting
that Ham-volunteers are likely to use public safety communications systems during deployment.
Final comments:
Tom Brown, N4TAB, NC Section Emergency Coordinator and NC AUXCOMM Coordinator, has
been developing relationships with NC Emergency Management so that amateur radio operator –
volunteers will be accepted by the public safety community. This effort has been very successful
and those efforts are ongoing.
It has been noted that Tom N4TAB and his colleagues have appointed an increasing number of
capable amateur radio operators as Emergency Coordinators for their communities. These
Emergency Coordinators have been left alone to set up both public service and emergency
response strategies that will work for their community. And, they are doing that by working with
the local Hams and clubs, and working with the local public safety officials. That is the way it
should be since all emergencies start locally.
I want to recognize and thank all amateur radio operators that are involved in public service and
emergency communications in their communities – great job!
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Note: Paul Robinette KD4OZI -- Just when I think I’m done, along comes by Buddy Tom. I ask for 3
subjects that Tom enjoyed talking about during his presentation? Tom responded with “It's ALL
About Relationships”. Please take the time to read Tom’s reply; you know this could have been
one of the openings to our meeting. Our meeting would have taken a little longer but would have
been worth our discussion.
Tom Brown N4TAB NC SEC/NCAUXCOMM
There aren’t really just 3 subjects that I enjoyed. But, there is a single subject and it was on the
only slide that I have recycled many times. It’s just this:
All incidents and Emergencies are Local. Sometimes they expand to a Big or Bigger “local but
the story is the same:
It’s ALL About Relationships.
With ourselves
With Agencies
With neighboring groups
With Branch groups
With State groups
If we understand this and apply basic organizational precepts, most of the problematic interactive
issues disappear.
It’s more a practice than a concept, but it works very well.
It’s ALL About Relationships

Asheville Radio Museum Annual Fund Drive
We teach. We preserve. We demonstrate. We inspire. All with a small group of unpaid
volunteers who do it for the love of radio.
Admission is always free. With no source of funding, other than infrequent sale of duplicate
equipment, we need your help.
North Carolina hams, please stand with us! Use the Donate button on our home page
(www.avlradiomuseum.org). It accepts PayPal or a credit card. Or, mail your check to The
Asheville Radio Museum, 315 Elm Building, 340 Victoria Road, Asheville NC 28801.
Help keep the spirit of ham radio alive in North Carolina. Thanks for your support!
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Tower Building 101: Positioning, Raising, Ditching,
Grounding ... (whew!)
By Dick Blumenstein K0CAT

Last month we were able to get the tower into a position close to its foundation, build up the vertical
winch assembly and accomplish a few other things before the tornado damage diverted our attention.
Here’s where we left the tower last month; about 15 feet away from the tower foundation.
Before we could move the tower, we had to get
AC power down in the vicinity of the tower. So
we hand dug a trench 19” deep from the breaker
box on the backside of the house down to a cut-off
switch box mounted on a post near the tower.
[Note that NEC (National Electrical Code)
guidelines require that EMT plastic wire conduit
has to be a minimum of 18” below the soil.
Surface.] At that point, we had the two boxes
wired together so that we could eventually have
power at the tower for the two winch motor
assemblies.

Ro K4HRM and my XYL Jill were (again) great
help throughout the last month. Initially, we
thought we would have to use a come-a-long
to get the power close to the tower foundation,
but then realized that the winching system in
the tower was a great “come-a-long”.

6

NEWS & VIEWS

DECEMBER 2017

Here’s Ro, pulling on the winch pulley block
assembly to get it out as far as possible so we could
link it up with the tower.
With some chain and strapping, we started pulling
the tower towards its foundation, with the tower
rolling on the logs we had put under it.
When we got the tower aligned straight into the tower
base frame, it took a lot of persuading and
hammering to convince it to line up properly.
Finally, it just popped between the two upright ell
brackets.
Using a railroad jack, we were finally able to get two
swivel bolts into the front ell brackets.
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The tower was now ready to rise for the
first time on our property. This was a big
moment! It took about 10 minutes for the
tower to be raised vertically, always
wondering if we forgot something and
the winch wire rope withstanding that
much strain, as there were lots of
“cracking-type” noises!! (We took lots of
videos of raising and lowering the tower,
but can’t post them here.
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Voila!! A vertical tower for the first time...so of course,
Dick had to have his “hero” shot, as a tremendous
amount of effort over a year had brought us to this
moment.
When the tower went vertical, it actually went a little OVER
vertical and had to be pulled back a little in order to slip a
bolt into the rear ell bracket leg. So of course, Jill and Ro had
to have a lot of fun doing that! Ro climbed up the latticework
and put a strap hook up high so that Jill could pull and we
could put in that bolt. Later on, we figured out an easier way
to raise the rear of the tower a little more.

At this point, we mounted the very heavy vertical
assembly (that one that raises the tower sections up
and down vertically.) Note the ugly handmade chain
drive cover.

Meanwhile, during the evenings and
spare time, a lot of thought was given to
the layout of the antenna interface box
that was to be mounted near the base of
the tower. It contained three Polyphasers
for protection from lightning strikes (plus
a spare), a ground rod clamp as well as an
8-wire Polyphaser unit to help protect the prop pitch (beam rotator) motor controller. The
coaxes and prop pitch controller cable from the ham shack will be entering the box on the
lower left to go to the antennas.
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Two kinds of anti-corrosion grease were used in
this project. Most everyone is familiar with the
black anti-corrosion grease used for the
aluminum power wires coming into your house
at the breaker box. This grease is used
anywhere we have AL to AL (such as under the
Polyphaser units) or CU to AL (such as under the
Cu grounding bracket when it mounts on the AL
base plate). However, a different kind of anticorrosion grease is used on Cu to Cu
connections, such as when copper grounding
bracket is clamped over a cop0er coated ground
rod.

After the power line ditch was dug, a second ditch
was dug from the ham shack entrance box to the
post near the tower foundation and the antenna
interface box was mounted and a larger EMT
conduit was used for the coax cables. Suggested
guidelines were to keep the two ditches at least a
foot apart. (In the picture below, the powerline
ditch has already been covered up and the
secondary ditch to the left of the coax conduit was
one of the ground wire/ground rod runs.)
The coax conduit ditch was first lined on the
bottom with a layer of sand, and at key places
along the conduit, a ¼” drain hole was drilled into
the bottom of the conduit so that future
condensation can drain out of the tube into the
sand. You might notice the yellow level; it was
used to make sure that the conduit was at least a
little off level going downhill to help any drainage.
The conduit was laid and cemented together.
A “fish” was run through the conduit and a long
tape measure was pulled through the conduit to
measure the length of cabling needed. Hence,
allowing for some extra length, the cable bundle
was laid out on the house floor, including three
lengths of coax plus some “mule tape” (synthetic
pull cord), so that in the future, an additional line
or coax could be pulled through the conduit.
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In my haste to make up the bundle, I forgot to label the coax
wires, which later on caused me at least an hour’s delay. I had to
inject a sine wave pattern into each coax line inside the ham shack
and then using a scope find that specific wire at the antenna
interface box. (A simple ohmmeter test would not work since the 2
sets of Polyphasers in each coax line block DC current). Lesson
learned.
As you may recall from a much earlier article, I had already built
and mounted the ham shack interface box on the house wall just
outside of my shack. Below is what the finished interface box
looked like after pulling the cord bundle through the conduit and
adding the connectors. (Note, I used electrical “pulling” grease
all over the cable bundle as it was being pulled into the conduit
and it greatly facilitated the pulling job). If you look closely at
the ground rod entering the bottom of the box, there is another
bronze clamp below the box. This is the point that the entire
ground rod wiring system around the tower connects to with the
2AWG stranded wire. Finally, Ro’s suggestion to put stainless steel
souring pads into the big holes to discourage gnawing by varmints
in case they somehow ever get into the box.
The last photo shows the completed (and crowded) antenna
interface box sitting below the tower. These boxes can never be
too big! Actually they were just big enough but it would have
been nice to have a bit more room. The antenna interface box is
now just waiting for the three antenna coax cables to come into
the box on the lower left.
After digging out the first ditch by hand, I decided to rent a trench
ditch digger to dig the rest of the ditches, especially the many
runs for the 13 ground rods placed around the tower.
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It appeared that I might have to bust up the sidewalk in front of the tower to allow clearance for the front
winch assembly, but this proved to not be the case. The ground wires, which are presently lying over
the sidewalk, will be buried in enlarged sidewalk expansion cracks.
For each of the 13 ground rods after they were pounded in (a LOT of work in this rocky soil), the peened
over edges had to be ground off so that the rod was perfectly round and back to 5/8” outside diameter.

Here is Ro
helping
me at a
junction
where 3
ground
wires
converge
on a
ground
rod.

One of the toughest areas to install the ground rods were the three that
were behind the fence going down a sloping steep hill. We needed to
tie ropes to hold on to while we navigated the hill and cleared the
hillside of brush and pounded in the ground rods. Here’s Ro and her
BFF Lisa helping once again with these efforts. For the next four days, I
felt achy muscles that I probably rarely used to help balance myself on
the hillside.
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For those of you who are pyro fanatics, you’d love doing this at each ground rod! Harger sells a Cadweld
system that creates a thermite weld so that the ground rod connections will never corrode. It’s the same
type of chemical reaction that welds railroad tracks together. Thermite is a combination of fine iron
filings with powered aluminum. A ceramic weld mold is slipped over the top of the ground rod, and the
ground wires to be welded on (anywhere from one to four) are slipped into holes into the side of the
mold. Then the thermite powder is poured into the mold and the mold cover is put on. Finally, some
magnesium starter power is poured on and into the mold.

Here is Ro trying her hand at starting the
conflagration. She is wearing eye and hand
protection and using a sparker gun, which
has a flint that throws a shower of sparks.

Once the reaction starts it only takes about 3 seconds or so to
complete. You can look in the top hole and see molten metal
but it can’t be touched for about 15 minutes, it is so hot. We
had on-going bets at each ground rod, how many sparker
“pulls” it would take to set off the reaction!
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This is what a typical weld looks like after it cools down
and you knock off the ceramic mold with a hammer.
Here’s Lisa helping me do a ground rod connection on
the back slope (the easiest one of the three).

Once the ground rods were all connected to
each other via the 2AWG wire, it was time to
attach the 3” wide copper foil strips. One
went between the antenna coax box ground
rod to the ground rod at the rear tower leg,
continuing on up to the rear tower leg itself.

Below is the right tower leg connected via copper
foil to its nearby ground rod. Notice that this
ground rod had four ground wire connections to it.
As mentioned earlier, the copper clamp had that
special Cu anticorrosion grease between it and the
ground rod. However, in order to help prevent
galvanic corrosion at the tower leg, a thin strip of
stainless steel shim stock was placed between the
galvanized tower leg and the copper foil. This time,
the black anti-corrosion paste was applied between
the Cu foil and the tower leg and the stainless shim
stock. It was held on with a couple of stainless steel
hose clamps. I was hoping I would only have to
remove the rear foil to lower the tower horizontally
to the ground, but I will have to remove all three Cu
foils to lower the tower due to the way the front leg
Cu foils hit the front ell brackets.
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A major supplier to the ham radio tower crowd is
KF7P(<http://kf7p.com/KF7P/Welcome.html>).
They not only sell all the copper clamps and
Harger thermite cadwelds, but they also sell the
below antenna coax standoff arms. I bought a set
of them and mounted them to the top of each
tower section. They are designed so that when
the tower is coming down, they hold the coax
bundle so there is no coax cable dropping and
spooling down to the ground.
The below picture is from KF7P’s website
showing (hopefully) what my cabling will look
like when the tower is retracted.

Finally, in anticipation of Caldwell County’s final
inspection of the “antenna support structure” (the
FCC’s legal name for a ham radio tower) I ran the
tower up one more time to see how it would
operate. Looks nice, doesn’t it. (It would look even
better if there were antennae on it!!)
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When I was just about finished
writing this article, the Chief
Caldwell County Building Inspector
dropped by and “passed” the final
inspection. What away to end the
month!
Whew! Lots of work.
NEXT MONTH: Mounting the antenna
systems and running the coax to them.
This will be a challenge. More on that
later….

To be continued...

Every year on HF 3.916, good little boys and girls get a chance
to talk to Santa Claus at the North Pole! It is indeed a magical
experience for kids talking with Santa through the magic of
Amateur Radio! The Santa Net is on the air every night,
November 24th through December 24th at 7:30 PM Central.
Reserve a spot with Santa by making a pre-net check in. You
can check in either on the air starting at 7 PM (Central) or by
emailing KE5GGY@gmail.com
Ho Ho Ho and Merry Christmas from The 3916 Nets!!!
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A Look Back: 2017
2017 is coming to a close! This year began the 31st year of the Lenoir Amateur Radio Club’s
serving Caldwell County and many events have happened over those 31 years that continue
to reinforce the Club’s service to the community. The newly elected 2018 officers will meet
in early January to plan another exciting and fun filled year.
Now is a good time to look back at the progress the “little Club that Can” has made in 2017.

Officers, Membership, Communications
Officers. The 2017 LARC Officers were: John Crowe AG4ZL President, Josh Edwards N4JDE
Vice President, Tom Land KA4HKK Secretary, and Ro Maddox K4HRM Treasurer.
Membership. As we reach the end of 2017, total membership is 27, with three new
members joining during the year.
Communications. Efforts continued to inform members and others interested in amateur
radio via the Club’s Website, a master Email list, the Newsletter, two Google groups, and
Facebook.

Projects
Communications & Antenna Trailers. The trailer has
been a multiyear Club project to create a mobile
communications center.
Work continued during 2017 to complete the electrical,
station power, braking system and grounding.
Protection to prevent water intrusion to the pneumatic
mast was added and a new crossbar and rotor mount
added to the mast. Additional accessories for
organizing, operating and safety have been added.

Repeater Wire Replacement. Following intermittent
issues with transmissions on the Club repeater N4LNR,
James N4NIN determined the electrical wiring to the
repeater caused the problem. The original cable had been
installed in 1986 and intrusion from roots and water was
causing the drops in the power. The electrical wire was
replaced and N4LNR is “on the air” continuing its 31 years
of operation.
17
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Donations Sale. Gary K3OS and Dick K0CAT took on
selling donated radio equipment to fund Club operations.
Their efforts netted the Club over $2,000. This dynamic
sales team was reading additional donations for another
hamfest when all the donated equipment/supplies were
destroyed in the fire that swept thru the Shuford Mills
warehouse in Granite Falls (also destroying the Foothills
Community Workshop located there). Dick K0CAT had
donated vacuum tubes at his QTH where he was
cataloguing them for sale that were not destroyed and
were later sold.

Tour of the Asheville Radio Museum. The
Museum boasts the South’s largest teaching
collection of amateur and vintage radios and is
housed on the campus of the AshevilleBuncombe Technical Community College. A
special tour of the Museum was arranged for
members of the Club and those attending were
impressed with the quality of the collection.
Visiting the Museum is highly recommended
for those interested in amateur radio.
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Catawba Valley Hamfest. LARC co-sponsored the
Hamfest in Morganton on August 5 at the Burke County
Fairgrounds in Morganton. LARC took the
Communications and Antenna Trailer and setup a Special
Events Station -- W4R -- commemorating
the 20th Anniversary of the Hamfest.
Frank KN4ACU, Marty KM4IOU and
Brian KM4KIS assisted in setup and Tom
KA4HKK, Ro K4HRM and John AG4ZL
operated as W4R. A good crowd turned
out and lots of buying and selling
ensued.
Over the Friday evening BBQ dinner, Ro
talked with Tom Taylor KC4QPR, the
founder and driving force behind the
Hamfest, having never missed the CVHF in its 20 years.
Tom said that attendance had declined over the years
primarily due to buying ham gear on the Internet. He said
younger hams are more technology oriented and a lot of
what is at the Hamfest and Flea Market doesn’t appeal to
them.

Public Service
Annual Hibriten Hill Run for the Children. Fortyseven runners began the 3.6 miles, 1,000 feet
elevation gain up Hibriten Mountain at 9:03 AM on a
cool, windy mourning in the annual Hibriten Hill Run,
Saturday, April 8. The first place runner (#168) led the
whole race and finished in 46 minutes. The last
runners finished just before 11:45 AM.
The Run organizers were very appreciative of our
participation. We had communications liaison with
Hudson Rescue this year by Marty KM4IOU. He made
contact with the Rescue units to let them know we
could coordinate communications with them.
Tom KA4HKK and Mark K9FWA served as Net
Control. Dick K0CAT and his wife, Jill, were located at
the Gate to the Mountain. Brian KM4KIS worked the
Aid Station halfway up, and Tanner KK4SZI was at the
Top of the Mountain Finish Line. DMR, VHF and VIPER
were used for the event. The event was used as a
Caldwell ARES training using ICS Forms required for
members of AUXCOMM (ARRL
Auxiliary Communications).
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Rotary Cycle to Serve Challenge. On May 13, LARC
provided communications for this bicycle race that gave
participants their choice of 25 miles, 40 miles or 62.25
miles, entirely within Caldwell County. Net Control for the
event operated from the Caldwell EOC using VHF, VIPER
and DMR. Communications was provided at the Aid
Stations, in sweep vehicles, and
with the road marshals. LARC
demonstrated APRS capability
by having hams beaconing their
APRS positions. The event was
used as a Caldwell ARES training
using ICS Forms required for
members of AUXCOMM (ARRL
Auxiliary Communications).
A big screen TV was set up at the Start/Finish line which
allowed visitors to watch the progress of riders in “real
time” on Google Earth. Also, a ham joined the race and
relayed live video using the Periscope App on his iPhone
as well as reports via ham radio.

REACT/LARC Support Grand Further Mountain Run. REACT
and LARC assisted with trail support and communications for the
Grand-Further Mountain Run on Saturday, August 26. This Run is
the premiere mountain race in North Carolina. The 25kilometer course climbs Grandfather Mountain a total of two
times from both sides of the mountain. The terrain is unforgiving,
extremely technical, but most of all, astounding!
REACT/LARC member Mark K9FWA provided trail support, first
aid, logging runners and communications for the Run so that the
Race Director could generally know where all runners were on
the trail. LARC members Marty KM4IOU, Josh N4JDE, Ro K4HRM
and Tom KA4HKK worked shifts at the Caldwell County EOC
providing communications via DMR and VIPER with emergency
personnel and the Race Director.
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Emergency Preparedness & Training
License Exams. LARC continued its partnership with the Foothills
Community Workshop for amateur radio license classes and VE
license exams.
ARRL Caldwell ARES. Caldwell ARES
continued its weekly Net, however, the quarterly
meetings where suspended. EC Tom KA4HKK
began to re-organize CARES to meet the goals of
the Western Branch of ARRL ARES and
AUXCOMM.
CARES Activated for Local Emergencies.
- August 30 - Hurricane Irma developed as an
extremely powerful and catastrophic Cape
Verde-type hurricane – the most intense
Atlantic hurricane to strike the US since
Katrina in 2005. Early projections showed
Irma taking a path similar to Hurricane
Hugo in 1989 that caused much devastation
to NC.
- October 8 - Tornado touched down in
Caldwell County around 5:30 pm damaging
several homes and trees around Connelly
Springs-Hudson and just to the South of
Lenoir
- October 23 – Storms/tornados swept across
Caldwell and surrounding counties
downing trees and power lines and people
were trapped in homes in the Granite Falls
area.
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ARRL ARES Western Branch Fall Meeting. The
meeting was held October 28 at the Library in Lenoir.
ARRL NC Section Manager Karl Bowman W4CHX, NC
ARES Section Emergency Coordinator/ NC AUXCOMM
Coordinator Tom Brown N4TAB, and NC ARES Assistant
Emergency Coordinator led the meeting discussions.
Topics included: the working relationship between
ARRL and FEMA/Homeland Security during
emergencies, reporting ARES public service statistics
and personnel to ARRL, the Parity Act, maintaining
professional relationships between ARES, AUXCOMM
and EM, the new NC Emergency Operation Plan and the
need to have local plans consistent with the State
plan, using WINLINK for other modes in addition to
voice, distributing a list of WINLINK email contacts for
the EOCs.

LARC CERT. LARC CERT members continued to participate in CERT courses – POD Deployment
in February learning how to organize for emergency food, water and other supplies for the public
when other means are disrupted; Survival Skills in April where they learned how to use a
compass and map and build an emergency shelter; several attended the Regional CERT
Conference held in Morganton; other courses in traffic management, triage, and building an
emergency go kit were also available to CERT members.

NC QSO Party. LARC members
participated in the NC QSO Party on
February 26. Operating from the
Club communications trailer on
Diamond St, Hudson, John AG4ZL,
James N4NIN and Tom KA4HKK
made 205 contacts and made contact
with 44 NC counties. Additionally,
they worked at least 4 of the bonus
stations: NI4BK aboard the
battleship North Carolina, W4DW
RARS Club station, W1VOA located
at Receiving Site "C" of The Voice of
America, and Anson (ANS) county.
The Club competed in the category
“club mixed low power.” The
antennas used were a G5RV and a 2-meter beam with rotor. Lessons learned included the need
to mount a short mast on top of the pneumatic mast to mount a rotor.
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Field Day 2017. LARC held Field Day 2017 event in the
parking lot of the Caldwell County EOC. Due to delays in
getting the HF antenna mounted on top of the EOC facility,
the Club was unable to operate from inside the EOC,
however, were able to use the EOC’s ICOM IC-7300
transceiver in the Club’s Communications Trailer. The
Club operated as a 2 Alpha station this year; however, the
contacts (157 CW and 622 phone) challenged those made
in prior years as a 4 Alpha station and both stations
operated continuously for the 24-hour period—no
catnaps! Generator and solar power were used, and
points were earned for press coverage and visits from
elected and agency officials. The weather cooperated, no
thunderstorms, but it did get a bit warm with the setup on
asphalt and in full sun.
There are always interesting stories about Field Day
happenings. One notable event this year was a visit by
Karl Bowman W4CHX, the NC ARRL Section Manager, on
Sunday morning. Accompanying Karl was Gary Pearce
KN4AQ. Gary is the founder, host and journalist for
HamRadioNow.
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LACR/Watauga Fox Hunt & Picnic. A fox hunt and picnic
was held on October 28 for the members of both the
Watauga and Lenoir Amateur Radio Clubs at the Yadkin
Valley Community Park, Lenoir. Even though, attendance
was low, the event was a grand success – the food was good
and the fox was found!
While dodging some rain, there was plenty of time to hide
and hunt the “fox.” The Watauga fox transceiver was hidden
and everyone was able to locate the fox.

Training. A goal for 2017 was to have a presentation at each
monthly meeting that will not only inform but will train those
interested in amateur radio. Unfortunately, the officers did not
meet that goal. However, several excellent training presentations
were made, including: Severe Weather Readiness, APRS,
SKYWARN and Charlotte Regional SKYWARN, How to Track
Satellites, and Slow Scan Television (SSTV).

In Summary.
You would never know that from the activities of 2017 that the Lenoir Amateur Radio Club is a
small club. Thanks to motivated members, the Club has made great strides to increase its
community support and to promote amateur radio as a lifelong hobby.
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LARC Saddened By FCW Loss. On July 21 at
around 7 PM, the building housing the Foothills
Community Workshop, the hacker space/maker
space for the NC Foothills, was totally destroyed by
fire. FCW was an amazing place--woodworking,
metal working, laser 3D printing, computer
classes, ham radio, an extensive model railroad
system, antique computer collection, library,
robots and the list goes on of what they did
there! FCW and LARC had a close working
relationship through liaison Michelle Suddreth
KD4YTU. She saw the value of the interface of
amateur radio and hacker space/maker space
activities and worked tirelessly to teach radio
license classes and bring more local hams into the
hobby. FCW’s R5 Ham Antenna is its sole survivor
perched proudly on its beam!

LARC Incoming 2018 Officers

John Crowe
President
AG4ZL

Tom Land
Vice President
KA4HKK

Frank Gordon
Secretary
KN4ACU

Dick Blumenstein
Treasurer
K0CAT

Send comments concerning the LARC NEWSLETTER
to Ro K4HRM hrmaddox@nettally.com
Suggestions and your articles are appreciated.
To unsubscribe from the Newsletter, send an email to this address.
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