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News & Views
Serving Amateur Radio

P. O. Box 3276

In Caldwell County

Lenoir, NC 28645

Next LARC Meeting
Thursday, May 11
7:00 PM
Gamewell Fire Dept.
2806 Morganton Blvd SW
Lenoir
LARC Weekly Net
Friday, 9:00 PM
146.625 Minus 94.8
Alt 147.330
Caldwell ARES Net
Sunday, 9:00 PM
147.330 Plus 141.3
DMR Digital Net
Tuesday 8:00 PM
Lenoir Local DMR

2017

LARC To Provide Communications
Rotary Cycle To Serve Race ~ May 13
Cycle to Serve is an annual bicycle ride, begun in 2007, to
promote health and wellness in Caldwell County, as well as
being a major fundraiser for the Lenoir Rotary Club. The ride
usually takes place on the Saturday before Mother’s Day in May,
and involves many Rotarians in a wide variety of tasks prior to
and on the day of the ride.
Riders may choose from three different courses -- the metric
century, the 40-mile and 25 mile routes -- all of which begin and
end in downtown Lenoir. All proceeds from this ride will be used
for the Rotary Club’s charitable program.
Tom KA4HKK is coordinating
communications support. In
addition to a LARC club activity,
this event will serve as a
practice for the CARES
members and will use ICS
protocols and will feature the
use of APRS tracking
technology.

President’s Comments
John Crowe NC4JA
Hello everyone, it’s almost that time again ~FIELD DAY 2017. Every
June, more than 40,000 hams throughout North America set up
temporary transmitting stations in public places to demonstrate ham
radio's science, skill and service to our communities and nation. It
combines public service, emergency preparedness, community
outreach, and technical skills all in a single event.
Field Day has been an annual event since 1933, and remains the most
popular event in ham radio. Field Day is a picnic, a campout, practice
for emergencies, an informal contest and, most of all, FUN!
This month we have the Rotary Cycle To Serve Bicycle Ride on Saturday, May 13. This event
gives the Club the opportunity to show off the APRS technology. If you are interested in
volunteering for this event, please contact Tom KA4HKK for more information.
I hope to see everyone at our next meeting on May 11.
7 3 John NC4JA

Control Operator (from the ARRL Contest Update)
"An amateur operator designated by the licensee of a station to be responsible for the
transmissions from that station to assure compliance with the FCC Rules."
The Control Operator ensures the "immediate proper operation of the station, regardless of the
type of control." One practical yet sometimes overlooked implication for contesters is that the
person operating the station must stay within the privileges of their own license, unless a control
operator with higher privileges is present and in active supervision of their operation.
An example: If the operator at a multi-op is a General Class licensee in the Extra portion of the
band, they must be operating under the immediate supervision of an Extra class control
operator. The control operator cannot nap, leave the position to eat, go to the bathroom, or in
any way not be present and in immediate control while the General class operator is exceeding
the privileges of their license. See this ARRL web page for more guidance.
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Hibriten Hill Run A Communications Success!
The Lenoir Amateur Radio Club provided communications support for the Hibriten Hill Run for
the Children on Saturday, April 8. The Run is a charity event and all proceeds benefit
Communities In Schools in Caldwell County by helping students learn, stay in school, and be
prepared for a 21st Century education.
Forty-seven runners began the 3.6 miles, 1,000 feet elevation gain up Hibriten Mountain at 9:03
AM on a cool, windy Saturday. The first place runner (#168) led the whole race and finished in
46 minutes. The last runners finished just before 11:45 AM.
The Run organizers were very appreciative of our participation. We had communications liaison
with Hudson Rescue this year by Marty KM4IOU. Marty has worked with at least two fire
departments and has a fire department radio. He made contact with the Rescue units to let them
know we could coordinate communications with them. Tom KA4HKK and Mark K9FWA served
as Net Control. Mark commented that he now had a better appreciation of the difficulties of Net
Control.
Dick K0CAT and his wife, Jill, were located at the Gate to the Mountain. Brian KM4KIS worked
the Aid Station halfway up, and Tanner KK4SZI was at the Top of the Mountain Finish Line.
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Initially, DMR was to be used for the event, however, not all hams had DMR so radio contact was
moved to VHF. Dick K0CAT did not have his VHF radio with him so he used DMR with Tom
KK4HKK monitoring DMR also at Net Control. There were no other communications problems
with members of the group anywhere on the mountain.
The event was used as a Caldwell ARES training using ICS Forms required for members of
AUXCOMM (ARRL Auxiliary Communications). The main forms used were the ICS-211A (the
sign in sheet) and the ICS-214 (log sheet). When ARES members are deployed to an event
(emergency, festivals, bike rides etc.), they will need to sign in on the ICS-211A which lets the
agencies know who is there and will be used when the event is resolved. It is a check off for
resources used. The ICS-214 is kept by the ham and used to log all activity—communications
made/received, assignments, etc. Should this event have been an actual emergency, the
AUXCOMM ComL would use additional forms, including: ICS-201, incident briefing; ICS-202,
incident objectives; ICS-204A, assignment list; ICS-205, incident radio communications plan;
ICS-205A Communications list. And, all hams assigned to the event would use ICS-214 (logging
sheet) and 213 (FEMA message handling form).

Get On The Air: Tower Building 101
By Dick Blumenstein K0CAT
Now that Dick K0CAT has finished all of his shack work and is getting ready to
tackle the task of erecting a tower, this column will now switch to a regular feature
chronicling the building of his tower. Stay turned!
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Upcoming Hamfests: Mark Your Calendar
May 13 13th Annual Rockingham County Swapfest, Rockingham County Amateur Radio Club,
Reidsville, NC, http://n4iv.org
May 27 43rd Annual DurHamFest, Durham FM Association, Durham, NC,
http://dfma.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=402&Itemid=16
July 8 Firecracker Hamfest, Rowan Amateur Radio Society, Salisbury, NC,
http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-hamfest/
July 15 Mid-Summer SWAPFEST, Cary Amateur Radio Club, Cary, NC,
http://www.qsl.net/n4nc/
July 29 WCARS Hamfest, Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society, Waynesville, NC,
http://wcars.org/
August 5 Catawba Valley Hamfest, McDowell Amateur Radio Association, Morganton, NC,
http://cvhamfest.com
August 12 19th Annual Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society Swapfest, Cape Fear Amateur
Radio Society, Fayetteville, NC, http://www.cfarsnc.org
September 1-3 61st Annual Shelby Hamfest/ARRL North Carolina State Convention, Shelby
Amateur Radio Club, Shelby, NC http://www.shelbyhamfest.org
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Special Tour of the Asheville Radio
Museum. The members of LARC are
going on a “day trip” to enjoy the
sights and sounds of the “South’s
largest teaching collection of amateur
and vintage radios” housed at the
Asheville Radio Museum. Plan to join
us for this outing planned for late
September. For more information,
contact Ro at cq.k4hrm@gmail.com

Coming Soon!
June 24-25
Volunteers Needed

Join or Renew your LARC membership
Mail your check to the Club address or see Ro K4HRM to pay your dues
Individual $15

Family $25

Associate $10

LARC 2017 Officers

John Crowe

Josh Edwards

Tom Land

Ro Maddox

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

NC4JA

N4JDE

KA4HKK

K4HRM

Send comments concerning the Newsletter
to Ro Maddox K4HRM hrmaddox@nettally.com
Suggestions and articles are appreciated.

News & Views

9

May 2017

