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News & Views

P. O. Box 3276
Lenoir, NC 28645
Serving Amateur Radio
In Caldwell County

Next LARC Meeting
Thursday, April 13
7:00 PM
Gamewell Fire Dept.
2806 Morganton Blvd SW
Lenoir
LARC Weekly Net
Friday, 9:00 PM
146.625 Minus 94.8
Alt 147.330
Caldwell ARES Net
Sunday, 9:00 PM
147.330 Plus 141.3
DMR Digital Net
Tuesday 8:00 PM
Lenoir Local DMR

LARC To Provide Communications For
Hibriten Hill Run ~ April 8
The Lenoir Amateur Radio Club will provide communications
support for the Hibriten Hill Run for the Children on Saturday,
April 8. The Run is a charity event and all proceeds benefit
Communities In Schools in
Caldwell County by helping
students learn, stay in school, and
be prepared for a 21st Century
education.
The Run begins at 8:00 AM and is a
3.6 miles, 1,000 feet elevation gain
up Hibriten Mountain.
Tom KA4HKK is coordinating
communications support.
In addition to a LARC club activity,
this event will serve as a practice for
the CARES members and will use
ICS protocols.

President’s Comments
John Crowe NC4JA
Spring is in the air-- birds singing, flowers blooming! A beautiful
time of the year. Also, spring brings a lot of activities for the Lenoir
Amateur Radio Club with opportunities to get outside and exercise
your mobile equipment. The Hibriten Hill Run is right around the
corner on April 8 and the 10th Annual Rotary Cycle To Serve
Challenge is coming May 13.
I am really looking forward to these events and showing off our
wonderful hobby. Please watch the LARC calendar for more
upcoming events in the months ahead. Hope to see April 13th.
7 3 John NC4JA

Work Continues on Club Trailers
It was a cool, windy Saturday, but Tom KA4HKK, Dick
K0CAT, Ro K4HRM and James N4NIN met in Sawmills to
add a breakaway kit to the Communications Trailer and
determine the problem with operating the pneumatic
antenna mast.
James quickly learned that the mast problem was a
combination of water intrusion aggravated by freezing
temperatures, infrequent raising/lowering of the mast,
and inexperienced operators. The water was drained and
the mast dried, silicone applied and operated several
times. The top crossbar was removed (to be modified for
mounting more antennas) for ease of covering and the
mast wrapped for protection from the
weather. Tom prepared operating
instructions for the antenna mast.
Dick and James mounted, connected and
tested the trailer breakaway system. Dick
also completed some interior wiring tasks.
Ro served as tools gopher.
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The “to dos” include
evaluating the
breakaway on the
antenna trailer,
purchasing drop hitches
for towing both trailers.
April 2017
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First-time Hamfest Vendors Net $1700 for LARC
By Gary Schwartz K3OS
Dick Blumenstein K0CAT, and I were first-time hamfest vendors at the Charlotte Hamfest in
March. We represented LARC to sell equipment that had been either given to or consigned to
the Club. The results speak for themselves and show a great way to fund our communications
trailer and other projects. Please be on the lookout for equipment donations remembering that
A U-Haul trailer was rented
and towed with Dick’s truck.
The Hamfest setup was on
Friday, so we packed and
loaded the trailer on
Thursday. This process
consumed hours. I got the
inside-the-trailer duties
being the shorter guy! There
is nothing like lifting WWII
receivers and test
equipment. That’s where the
phrase “boat anchors” comes
from. The smaller gear was
wrapped in paper and
packed in cartons, which
ultimately took the both of us
to lift and place in the trailer.
The item list included test equipment, amps, transceivers, mobile antennas, beams, tubes,
tuners, receivers and parts. The 5X8’ covered trailer was loaded two boxes high front to back
when we finished.
Arrival time at the Cabarrus Event Center was around 10:30 AM Friday morning. Much to our
surprise, we were allowed to pull the truck and trailer into the building right up to our reserved
tables. That was a good omen. As the equipment was being unpacked, other dealers gathered
around wanting pricing for various items. Dick and I figured we had plenty of time to get the
tags on each item after it had been unloaded. Apparently, time for this would not be allowed.
Fortunately, price research had already been done and a spreadsheet created for a majority of
the gear. Never the less, it was a very busy two plus hours coping with unloading and selling at
the same time. By 1 PM, the rush had settled down to permit us time to tag the remaining items
and grab a bite to eat. At least 1/4 of the equipment was sold before the 3 PM public gate
opening. It appears that some of the true-blue collectors and resellers rent tables purposely to
get “first pick” of the goodies.
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The Cabarrus Event Center has the same floor space area as 3-4 football fields. There was
plenty of room for the flea market, dealers and manufacturers undercover. We took turns
walking around and noticed that our prices were better as compared to the “competition”. Do
you think that’s why we sold as much as we did? The four tables allowed us to spread the goods
out in an uncluttered manner, and all the tables were fully utilized. It did take both of us to keep
an eye on things.
Dick and I both had a
really great time. It was a
new and fun experience.
The buyers, whether a
vendor or not, were
friendly. The pace of
activity was very
manageable except during
the unloading. Dick found
that many of the hams were
pilots, and as a former pilot
engaged in airplane conversations. I was able to wax nostalgically with lots of hams over the
“good old days” and the old equipment we all fondly remembered.
The Antique Wireless Association had some very
unusual submarine communications gear on display.
Dick was fascinated by a display in their booth of a
radio powered by a thermoelectric generator powered
by a kerosene lamp -- all of the circuitry was WELDED,
not soldered. Due to the tin shortage during WWII,
Germany came up with this idea and the Ruskies
borrowed it. They used the radio production line to
find out who were the best wire welders and then
moved them to welding wires in avionics and missiles.
It was a lot more difficult to weld than solder.
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The Hamfest hours were Friday 3-7 and Saturday 8:30 to 4 PM, but by 1:30 Saturday it was
apparent that those who were interested had come and gone. At 2 PM, like most of the other
vendors, we packed up the remaining gear, drove home, unloaded the gear into Dick’s storage
unit, dropped off the trailer, and got home in time for dinner with our respective XYL.
As they evaluated their experience, Dick credited the planning, legwork and prep time Gary
spent in getting the equipment ready for sale as the key as well as Gary's 55 years of ham
expertise really helped build a relationship with many buyers.

Upcoming Hamfests: Mark Your Calendar
April 15 45th Annual RARSFest/ARRL Roanoke Division Convention, Raleigh Amateur Radio
Society, Raleigh, NC,
http://www.rars.org/rarsfest/
April 22 27th Annual Down East Hamfest, Down East Hamfest Association Inc, Kinston, NC,
contact Byron Highland, K4BMH at (252) 347-1498 or bhighland@nc.rr.com or further info
April 28-29 2017 SVHFS Conference, Southeastern VHF Society, Charlotte, NC, http://svhfs.org
May 13 13th Annual Rockingham County Swapfest, Rockingham County Amateur Radio Club,
Reidsville, NC, http://n4iv.org
May 27 43rd Annual DurHamFest, Durham FM Association, Durham, NC,
http://dfma.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=402&Itemid=16
July 8 Firecracker Hamfest, Rowan Amateur Radio Society, Salisbury, NC,
http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-hamfest/
July 15 Mid-Summer SWAPFEST, Cary Amateur Radio Club, Cary, NC,
http://www.qsl.net/n4nc/
July 29 WCARS Hamfest, Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society, Waynesville, NC,
http://wcars.org/
August 5 Catawba Valley Hamfest, McDowell Amateur Radio Association, Morganton, NC,
http://cvhamfest.com
August 12 19th Annual Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society Swapfest, Cape Fear Amateur
Radio Society, Fayetteville, NC, http://www.cfarsnc.org
September 1-3 61st Annual Shelby Hamfest/ARRL North Carolina State Convention, Shelby
Amateur Radio Club, Shelby, NC http://www.shelbyhamfest.org
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The South’s Largest Teaching
Collection of Amateur and Vintage
Radios
There’s a well-kept secret stash of amateur and vintage radios at The Ashville Radio Museum
located on the campus of Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College. The museum is
open Fridays, 1:00 PM until 3:00 PM March thru November (other times by arrangement). For
information, see their website at www.avlradiomuseum.org.
The web site has a bunch of articles from 1920s
and 1930s newspaper articles about WWNC,
the first radio station in Western North
Carolina. There are also some very interesting
articles about farm radio, and the impact it had
on farmers and their families back in those
days. One in particular describes how a
farmer, at the end of the power line, bought a
radio, and then ran a speaker wire to a
neighboring farm so that his neighbor could
listen in! The speaker wire got extended
further and further to more than a dozen miles.

The website has a great introductory
video to the museum and shows many
of the collection’s new displays.
Check it out!
Admission to the museum is free. For
additional information, contact Stuart
Smolkin stuart.smolkin@gmail.com
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Get On The Air: The Adventures of Dick & Ro
By Ro Maddox K4HRM & Dick Blumenstein K0CAT
With all the items on the "honey-do" list to do, as well as preparing for and doing the LARC
booth at the Charlotte Hamfest with Gary (K3OS), Dick did not make much progress on his ham
bench setup this month (let alone preparing a big hole in the ground for the antenna tower
base).
With Gary K3OS's 55 years of experience on the ham scene and multiple ways to interconnect
radios, he came over to Dick’s house and they sat down to optimize the bench antenna wiring
and switching layout. It was especially important since Dick is rebuilding a Collins 30L-1 which
he bought 4 years ago at Dayton, but have never used. Gary’s helping rethink the switching
layout resulted in Dick having to buy a couple of RF antenna switches and manufacturing and
mounting a small switch holding board to the bench.
With the copper ground tubing in place, Dick’s
now ready to start interconnecting all the gear
so that he can then wonder why his tower and
beam antenna are still laying in the grass!
Due to concrete curing time, there will be a 6-8
week lag between pouring the concrete and
then being able to raise the tower vertically on
the base (assuming he’s completed rebuilding
the used tower!). Hence, the bench and all
other inside items will be done but he won't be
able to use it for some time, unless he throws
up a temporary antenna in the trees behind the
house. Bet he just might do that....
Ro got snagged into doing publicity for her senior women’s basketball team (including a
segment to be on the NBC Today Show) and promoting the local senior games. Thus, she has
made little progress in completing the install of the dipole. Currently, 2 legs for the dipole are
up and, with luck, the dipole will be finished in a couple weeks unless the simple G5RV dipole
becomes an array dipole. But, not to worry, her HF vertical is working so she is “on the air” –
even though she keeps tinkering with tuning the traps while the 12 and 17-meter traps are on
backorder.

To be continued...
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Can I use that coax? Amphenol RF
publishes a table of different types of
coaxial cables, which includes
characteristic impedances and
physical diameters. Quantities of highperformance but lesser-known coaxial
cable can sometimes be found at
hamfests or on eBay, and could be
useful for applications like impedance
transformers, chokes, or internal wiring.

Coming Soon!
June 24-25
Volunteers Needed

Time to renew your LARC membership
Mail your check to the Club address or see Ro K4HRM to pay your dues
Individual $15

Family $25

Associate $10

LARC 2017 Officers

John Crowe

Josh Edwards

Tom Land

Ro Maddox

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

NC4JA

N4JDE

KA4HKK

K4HRM

Send comments concerning the Newsletter
to Ro Maddox K4HRM hrmaddox@nettally.com
Suggestions and articles are appreciated.
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