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Novices and Techniciansg! Take Note! There have been some major
rulemakings by the FCC in response to petitions that areatly
affect vour priviledges' These new rules go into effect at 0001

UTC on March 21, 1987, A Friday night. One of the most striking
features of this new rulemaking is the adding of phone priviledges
on certain bands along with new priviledges of digital modes., FM
modes, etc. This is a sweeping change in the rules for Novices. as
never before has a Novice been able to enjov these modes (since
the inception of the Movice Class license back in the early 507 «),

See last page for a complete rundown of the ARRL news-bulletin
(ARFL.  Bulletin Nr 1Z from ARRL Headquarters), which is beinag
auoted in 1ts entirety.
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I have mixed feelings about the new rules aranting certain
privileges to pNevice class heolders. In the beginning (ves., I was
there shortly after the Novice Class license was instituted,
getting my license in 1952), the main focal point for establishing
the Novice class was to allow aspirants to ham radic a method to
get on the air, using their new skills in morse code and basic
theorv. to become more proficient by actual on-the-air experience
on their path to a higher class license.

Many. qetting their Novice class licenses, did indeed ac on to
upagrade to Technician, General, or all the wavy %o Extra. but
prabiahd s AR o M el el =me e aced with e 170 WM e ovede
reqgquirement or the more advanced theory and stagnated there 1n the
Novice frequencies/modes, some letting their licenses to expire
never more to darken the ham radio bands. And this is sad.

Next., the FCC adopted the incentive-licensing structure to
encouwrage more hams to study and move up to the next or higher
arade licenses, gaining more priviledges and prestige, all the
time increasing their electronic theory and morses code prowess. It
might be interesting to note here that the FCC accomplicshed this
feat by taking awav certain priviledges (frequencies and modes)
from General class and higher licensees in order to make vyou work
to get those same  priviledages back! (Those of us who were
Generals had already earned those priviledges'). 0Oh well. such is
progress (7).
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Now. we have what appears to be a sort of anti-incentive license
movement afoot. No longer must the MNovice Class licensee move up
to gain more...he just has to wait for the FCC to legislate him
new band=, modes. etc....for free!

Well, I said I had mixed feelings and I do. 0On the one hand, it
wauld appear to be discouraging a Novice o move up. FEut on the

other hand, times have changed! Consider the npew technology
(computers which have facilitated easier RTTY. PACKET radio which
Pz =l il i The pionee Ty =lages Lol mes 10y fazilc abe.) abatl bk

new inductees which will be needed in amateur radio o take
advantage of a new age. Where do these new "inductees" come from?
Basically, from the Novice ranks' And how can thev tell if they
want to explore these new modes such as digital, FM, and so forth
if they can’t get evposed to it? Hmmm...mavhe the FCC and ARRL
know what they are doing after all!

Then consider the population of our present bands. The Navice
bands have alwavs been crowded, much of the time competing with
forieagn broadcasts (40M), poor skip conditions and early closings
of some bands (280M), bad propagation and "dead-bands" depending on
the sun—spot cyvcle (ISM & 10M) . No  wonder some got discouraged
and didn’t upgrade on a timelv basis. But egspecially, let us not
forget that there are many foriegn factions that would love to
have our amateur bands and the businesz factions that would love
to have 220 meters for their business use. Some of us older hams
have shunned certain bands and modes...qiving even more rise for

the "outsiders" to lobby for our frequencies. Hence, the saving
"Use it or lose it'" is not just an idiom. it is a necessity to

preserve what we have. These new operators (the Novices with the
new privileges) will do just that...help populate the frequencies
that we older hams have, for one reason or another., seen fit to
ignore. Who knows, it mav even encourage us to join them!

S0 where do I sit on this subject? Or who cares. for that matter?
Fersonally, it will aid me becavse mv son is still A Movicte and I
will now hbe able to have a Q80 with him bv voice instead of €U on
certain frequencies. But that is being selfish on mv part. Oonly
time will tell if the FCC has made » wise choice in this ]latest
rudemal o ineg.

(Opposing viewpoints and/or comments to this editorial are
welcomed and will be published i€ so desired).

Until next month, 73

===Jim, NA4EUX



